Scrapie and chronic wasting disease.
Scrapie and CWD share many features. There are marked similarities in the clinical presentations, the lesions, and the pathogenesis of these diseases, and some similarities in the epidemiology. Extrapolation from the scrapie model of TSE disease to CWD--which occurs in three different species, and should not be considered to be uniform in their response--may be erroneous, however. Such differences may influence diagnostics (e.g., the amount and distribution of PrPC in these different species), pathogenesis (e.g., the influence of genetics on susceptibility and resistance), and epidemiology (e.g., the mode and dynamics of transmission and influences of domestication). IHC is used widely for diagnostics and in the study of the pathogenesis of scrapie and CWD. This technique holds promise for antemortem diagnosis of infection in the peripheral lymphoid tissues such as lymphoid follicles of the nictitating membrane and the tonsil.